the USA

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA is the fourth largest country in the world after Russia, Canada and China. It is nearly as large as Europe.

HISTORY
- Christopher Columbus discovered America on the 12th of October 1492. Thinking he had landed in India, he named the Native Americans Indians.
In 1620 the ship named Mayflower brought 102 English men, women and children to the north-east coast where they founded the colony called Plymouth. They were members of a religion sect called Pilgrim Fathers, but in winter about one half of them died. The next year in October 1621 they celebrated good harvest and the day of celebrations they called Thanksgiving day. During the 17th century many colonists settled in the country. From these settlements became the 13 colonies under British rule.
-  Next important moment was on the 4th of July 1776 when Declaration of Independence was adopted and the USA became independent of England. The leader of American army was George Washington and he was elected the first President of the USA. The 4th July has become a national holiday.
Civil War (1861-1865) - About 60 years of never ending discuses about slaves freedom led to the Civil War between the North and the South. It started in 1861 after Abraham Lincoln was elected President in 1860. Southern states protested against Lincoln being president and wanted to separate from the Union. Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 which granted freedom to all slavers. In April 1865 the Union Forces won the War. 


GEOGRAPHY
The USA is situated in southern part of the North America and its neighbours are Canada in the north and Mexico in the south. It is lying between the Atlantic Ocean in the east and the Pacific Ocean in the west.
The USA is a federation of 50 states:
-  A block of 48 continental states
-  Alaska - is separated from the continental states by Canada and it became the 49th state of America in 1959.Alaska is the biggest state of the USA.
-  Hawaii/ the Hawaiian Islands – became the 50th state at the same time as Alaska.

MOUNTAINS
- the Appalachian Mountains form eastern part of the USA
-  CORDILLERAS forms western part of the USA. Cordilleras are divided into several ranges: 
* the Rocky Mountains
* The Cascade Range
* Sierra Nevada...
The highest peak of the USA is in Alaska; it is Mt. McKinley (6.194m).

RIVERS AND LAKES
The USA has many rivers. The third longest river in the world after the Amazon and the Nile is the Mississippi – Missouri River. Other well-known rivers are:
The Colorado, the Columbia, the Rio Grande, the Sacramento, the Yukon- the biggest river in Alaska.
There are also several hundreds of lakes:
-  5 Great Lakes – Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, Ontario, they lie on the US – Canada border
-  Great Salt Lake is the largest lake in the Cordillera Mountains
People can admire the world-known Niagara Falls (51m high). They are on the Canadian side and on the US side too.

CLIMATE
- Is varied, from the arctic climate in Alaska to subtropical in the south. Hawaii and Florida lie in the tropical zone and the block of 48 states is in the temperate zone.

THE CAPITAL OF THE USA:
Washington D.C. has the 10th largest population in the country. Here is also one district, D.C. – District of Columbia – it means the land of Columbus – this territory isn’t a state, the state capital is situated here. It was the finest city in the world especial planned and built as the capital and the centre of the government. In the city, along the Potomac River, there are the most important buildings in the USA – White House – the residence of the American President, the Capitol – the seat of the Congress, the Pentagon – the centre of military forces. There are no factories and industry in Washington and no building can be higher than the Capitol that is why we can’t see any skyscrapers there. There is a large airport and Georgetown University. Some famous monuments stand there: the Washington Monument, Lincoln and Jefferson Memorial.

THE US FLAG
The US national flag is known as the „ Stars and Stripes“. It has 13 white and red stripes in memory of the 13 original states that formed the USA in 1776. In that year they got their independence from Britain. There are also 50 white stars in a blue field in the upper left corner. They represent the 50 states of the union.

LANGUAGE
The official language of the US is English, however, because of the large numbers of immigrants, many different languages are spoken throughout the fifty states. In states with high percentage of Hispanics {California, Texas and New York} a growing number of people speak Spanish. In these states, many schools are bilingual and children are taught in both Spanish and English.
POLITICAL SYSTEM

The U.S. is a federal constitutional republic. The federal government is composed of three distinct branches: legislative, executive and judicial.
The Capitol is the seat of Congress - legislative branch; it is divided into two parts: the House of Representatives and the Senate. The main task of the Congress is to make federal laws and international treaties.

The executive branch is represented by the President. The president together with his Vice-President are chosen in nation-wide elections every four years. The president can be elected for two terms only. The president is the head of state and government, military commander-in-chief and chief diplomat.

The courts represent judicial branch, the highest court is called Supreme Court.

Leading political parties are Democrats and Republicans.
Famous presidents: G. Washington, T. Jefferson, A. Lincoln, F. D. Roosevelt, J. F. Kennedy, G.W. Bush....
AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS:

Alexander Graham Bell - telephone

T.A.Edison - electric bulb

Henry Ford- cars

The Wright brothers - the first successful flight

1. Einstein - The Theory of Relativity

Apollo 11 - carried the first men to the Moon
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

Martin Luther King´s Day (January)

The President´s Day (February)

Columbus Day 12th October – the anniversary of the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus in 1492

Lincoln's Day, Veterans' Day, Labour Day, Memorial Day...
Independence Day 4th July – this day commemorates the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776. Each city has its own ceremony, parades, concerts and fireworks.

Thanksgiving Day 4th Thursday in November – Americans commemorate the first harvest of the Pilgrim settlers of Plymouth Colony, Massachusetts in 1621

Easter is a national holiday. Children are given dyed eggs and sweets. In some families they organize an egg hunt – children look for eggs which the adults hid somewhere in the house, yard or garden. There is a traditional Easter Egg Roll in front of the White House in Washington on Easter Monday.

Christmas 25th December – on Christmas Day morning, children enjoy unwrapping presents and at midday Christmas dinner is served, it consists of roast turkey with chestnut stuffing and roast potatoes and Christmas pudding.
AMERICAN DREAM
The „American dream“ means many different things to many different people. For some people it is the freedom of religion without feeling threatened, for others it is the dream of becoming rich and happy, for others it is living in a country where life, liberty and love are the foundation of the national life.
PLACES OF INTEREST
the American national parks with beautiful and preserved nature: Yellowstone NP - is the largest and best-known park in the USA. It is located  in the Rocky Mountains on the territory of  Wyoming, Idaho and Montana. It is visited by thousand of people every day. The nature in this park is very diverse. For instance, there is everything from volcanic activity to a variety of forms of nature beauty. The geysers called Old Faithful are the biggest one in this park. It erupts every 10 minute or so wild buffaloes, which are very dangerous.; Yosemite NP - includes the highest waterfall in the USA (Yosemite George, 739 m) and many giant sequoias; NP Everglades in Florida is famous for wetlands which are specific  for fauna and flora)

the Grand Canyon is 350 km long, 6 to 29 wide and up to 1,7 km deep in Arizona.  It is the largest canyon in the world. The creator is the Colorado River.

The River Niagara, flowing from Lake Erie into Lake Ontario, is famous for the Niagara Falls - one of the major American tourist attraction. These falls is almost 60 meters high and 1 200 m wide; in the Monument Valley - there are many red stone spires, columns and chimneys on a plateau which is often called ‘Desert Gothic’; In Wyoming is natural landmark the Devil’s Tower, which is known from Spilberg’s famous sci-fi film „Close Encounter of the Third Kind“.

Mt.Rushmore (South Dakota) is 1 890 m high mountain with colossal portrait heads of the US presidents - Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and Roosevelt. Also large urban areas are quite spectacular. 

California - in Los Angeles we can find the famous film centre - Hollywood - and luxurious quarters such as Beverly Hills. There is also the biggest ZOO in the world. There is also a popular amusement park – Disneyland.  
San Francisco is famous for its Golden Gate Bridge, Alcatraz – former prison Al Capone), Las Vegas for the rodeo festivals and casino gambling
New Orleans is the cradle of jazz.
 Florida (Sunshine State) - Miami is the recreation centre. New Haven is a seat of Yale University, Cambridge is the seat of Harvard University. Cape Canaveral in Florida is famous for The Kennedy Space Centre’s Spaceport - space shuttles are lunched  here. DisneyWorld – biggest amusement park in the world is here. In Florida there is also NP called Everglades.
Dallas – US President Kennedy was assassinated there in 1963. Texas – cowboys, oil machinery

Philadelphia is one of the oldest cities. It used to be the first US capital. And Declaration of Independence on 4th July 1776 was adopted there.

Chicago lies on the banks of Lake Michigan. Chicago has been nicknamed the „Windy City” because of the breezes that blow in from the lake. We can find here the highest skyscraper in the USA - Sears Tower. Chicago  is a centre of steel and iron industries. 

Detroit is the centre of USA car industry (Ford, Chevrolet, Chrysler and General Motors).
New York – the biggest city in the USA. Among the popular places of interest are: The Statue of Liberty, Manhatten, the Empire State Building, Times Square, Central Park, Broadway, Fifth Avenue etc.
